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Abstract 
In the contexts where infertility is seen as a traumatic and/or stigmatised experience while 
childlessness is accepted as in many Western societies, individuals may decide to present their 
infertility as a conscious decision to be childless (Inhorn and Van Balen 2002). As such, studying 
these experiences as disentangled may be difficult both ethically and methodologically. However, if 
we do not understand how these experiences come to be constituted as such, we run into a risk of 
producing simplifications linking infertility and childlessness as mere synonyms, which then become 
highly problematic if reapplied to other contexts both in academic and policy research.  In this talk, I 
will argue that we need to develop historical-sociological perspectives to situate infertility 
experiences at the ‘turning’ points specific to local contexts. And I will examine the aforementioned 
infertility-childlessness nexus in the context of Britain by taking the period before the invention of 
IVF (1950-1980) as a turning point. These historical decades are interesting because it was the period 
when fertility declined to below replacement level, often referred to as a transition from the baby 
boom to baby bust.  Furthermore, in these decades several new options became available to people 
who wanted but could not have biological children of their own, namely adoption, artificial 
insemination and accepting childlessness. In the first part of my talk, I will illustrate how these 
alternatives were appropriated and will highlight the role of ‘imaging’ biological relatedness as a 
crucial mechanism in making these to be perceived as such in first place. In the second part, I will 
show how the limited availability of some of these alternatives served as a milestone for the 
emergence of the first infertility awareness movement – National Association for the Childless in 
1974/76.  
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