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Abstract 

Whilst our lives and bodies frequently trouble ideals of predictability, linearity and continuity, 
common conceptualisations of reproductive issues are nevertheless shaped by perceptions of 
embodied ‘timeliness’, or synchronicity, and normative development. This paper develops work on 
the medical treatment of people with variations of sex characteristics (VSCs) – which raises 
necessary questions about autonomy, support and temporality – by considering the significant role 
(in)fertility and reproductive justice issues play in the experiences and identities of many people with 
VSCs.  

Although infertility is often recognised as a status that is medically identified in adulthood after 
unsuccessful attempts to conceive, I show the importance of considering the context and timing of 
an infertility diagnosis which is acquired at the same time as the identification of a VSC, where the 
inability to conceive without assistance is positioned as ‘a symptom’ of the sex variation and 
subsumed within this. In some cases, this may first arise in infancy, childhood or adolescence; before 
or outside of attempts to conceive; and without necessarily undergoing fertility treatment. Drawing 
on reflective diaries and in-depth interviews, I show how some childhood and adolescent 
imaginaries of the future are mapped out and re-drawn according to a revelation of infertility, and 
identities and broader configurations of future and past selves are constructed around this 
knowledge. This paper will also provide a preliminary discussion of new engaged research in its 
initial stages, and explore iterative and retrospective processes of research design. 
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