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PhD Studentship

Development of Nanosponge-Based Novel Methods for the Detection and Quantification of Drugs in Biofluids and Surface Waters
Leicester School of Pharmacy, Faculty of Health and Life Sciences, De Montfort University, Leicester

STARTING OCTOBER 2014
A PhD research studentship covering stipend and tuition fee costs is offered within the Faculty of Health and Life Sciences working with an internationally recognised research team that has a high level of expertise and experience in drug photokinetics and bioanalytical chemistry. It is available to suitably qualified UK or EU students. 
The project will explore the employment of nanosponges as tools for developing novel and highly-sensitive analytical methods for the biological and environmental analyses of drugs. This research programme will involve fluorimetry, together with high-resolution NMR and HPLC techniques in order to characterise and quantify drugs in biofluids and surface waters. Spectrokinetic investigations of the photodegradation of drugs will also be considered in the presence/absence of nanosponges. Where appropriate, photodegradation conditions will be optimised in order to enhance the analytical methods developed. One further objective of the PhD programme will involve the construction of mathematical models for the analytical datasets in order to facilitate determinations of the stoichiometries and structures of nanosponge-drug complexes.
For a more detailed description of the studentship project please visit our web site or contact Dr. Mounir MAAFI on +44 (0)116 257 7704 (email mmaafi@dmu.ac.uk) or Prof. Martin Grootveld on +44 (0)116 250 6443 (email mgrootveld@dmu.ac.uk).
This research opportunity builds on our excellent past achievements and looking forward to REF2018 and beyond. It will develop the university’s research capacity into new and evolving areas of study, enhancing DMU’s national and international research partnerships.
Applications are invited from UK or EU students with a good first degree (First, 2:1 or equivalent) in a relevant subject.  Doctoral scholarships are available for up to three years full-time study starting October 2014 and provide a bursary of £13,770 pa in addition to university tuition fees.
To download an application pack, please visit www.dmu.ac.uk/phdscholarships or contact the Graduate School Office via email at researchstudents@dmu.ac.uk 

Applications should be supported by two references and guidance on these can also be found at the link above. 

The closing date for applications is Friday March 21st
Late applications will not be considered
The closing date for applications is Friday March 21st
Late applications will not be considered
Please quote ref:  Scholarships 2014 HLS FB3
