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All research degree projects require ethical approval.

Faculty of Technology research students should, in consultation with their supervisors, complete this form to gain Internal Human Research Ethical Approval. Please submit your application to the Faculty Assessor, including a copy of your ‘Application to Register for a Research Degree form (RDC:R)’ / a pdf copy from the myResearch site.
NOTE: If your research involves using human tissue or fluid samples or animals please DO NOT use this form. You should seek guidance from the Chair of the Faculty Human Research Ethics Committee before starting the project.
	1.    Applicant

	Surname
	
	First Name
	

	DMU Email Address
	
	Student ID Number
	

	Working title of the proposed investigation
(Acronyms must not be used)
	

	2.   If you answer any of the following questions with ‘Yes’, then specific ethical issues WILL be raised that MUST be addressed. You will need to explain in detail in section 3 how you will address these ethical issues.

Has your research proposal identified any of the following research procedures?

Gathering information from or/and about human beings through: 


Yes / No
interviewing, surveying, questionnaires, observation of human behaviour
Using archived data in which individuals are identifiable



Yes / No
Researching into illegal activities, activities at the margins of the law


Yes / No
Researching into activities that have a risk of personal injury



Yes / No
Supporting innovation that might impact on human behaviour, eg Behavioural Studies
Yes / No
Researching topics that are concerned with the following ‘sensitive research’ areas
Yes / Not Applicable
access to web sites normally prohibited on university servers, 

or extremism and radicalisation* 
* To identify if a research project should be classified as sensitive research, please complete the questions on this appendix form before continuing to complete the main sections. If you have printed this form, please include hard copies of the sensitive research questions if they are applicable to your research (For more information see: http://www.dmu.ac.uk/research/ethics-and-governance/sensitive-research.aspx).


	Are there other additional factors that could/will give rise to ethical concerns eg communication difficulties?

	


	3.    How these issues will be addressed:

	

	Note: you should consider the following:

· Providing Participants with the full details of the objectives of the research
· Providing information appropriate for those whose first language is not English

· Voluntary participation with informed consent

· Written description of involvement

· Freedom to withdraw

· Keeping appropriate records

· Signed acknowledgement and understanding by Participants
· Relevant codes of conduct / guidelines



	4.    Ethical Issues identified  (State explicitly if no ethical issues are identified)

	

	

	5.    To which ethical codes of conduct have you referred?

	


Note: For the Faculty of Technology these codes typically include those published by the BCS, ACM, IEEE or other applicable codes such as the code of the Social Research Association or specific funding bodies, such as the ESRC. Links to some of these codes are available on the Faculty of Technology FHREC website. http://www.dmu.ac.uk/research/ethics-and-governance/dmu-policies-and-external-requirements-.aspx
List of accompanying documentation that MUST be submitted to support the application:

· A copy of the research proposal (Application for Registration (RDC:R) form) / a pdf copy from the myReserch site
· Details of the arrangements for participation in the research by human subjects (including how Participants will be recruited, confidentiality procedures, copies of consent forms, any questionnaires that will be used and other documentation as appropriate)

· A copy of all the documentation provided to the Participant to ensure the clarity of the information provided

· Copies of appropriate permission from other ethical committees (internal or external) or supporting documentation 

· Other documentation as advised necessary by the supervisory team
Please note, if the methodology is unclear at the time of submission, you can submit and resubmit more specific forms once the methodology is clear.
AUTHORISATION
	Signature by Applicant

	

	Signed
	
	Date
	

	


	Signature by First Supervisor

	

	Signed
	
	Date
	

	Name of Supervisor      ____________________________________


	Conditional Approval - Authorising Signature (FHREC Chair)

	

	Signed
	
	Date
	

	Tick here if approval is conditional   FORMCHECKBOX 

Note to applicant:  If you receive conditional approval, you may proceed with preparing the project but you must NOT start data collection unless you have met the conditions and received full approval.


	Conditions

	


	Full Approval - Authorising Signature (FHREC Chair)

	

	Signed
	____________________________________
	Date
	____________


NOTES FOR GUIDANCE:
1
Participants cooperation in a research project is entirely voluntary at all stages.  They must not be misled when being asked for co-operation.

2
Participant anonymity must be strictly preserved.  If the Participant, on request from the Researcher, has given permission for data to be passed on in a form which allows that Participant to be personally identified:

(a) the Participant must first have been told to whom the information would be supplied and the purpose for which it will be used
(b) the Researcher must ensure that the information will not be used for any non-research purpose and that the recipient of the information has agreed to conform to the requirements of any relevant Code of Practice.

3
The Researcher must take all reasonable precautions to ensure that the Participant is in no way directly harmed or adversely affected as a result of their involvement in a research project.

4
The Researcher must take special care when interviewing children and young people.  The Faculty REC will give advice on gaining consent for studies involving children or young people.

5
Participants must be told (normally at the beginning of the interview) if observation techniques and/or recording equipment are used, except where these are used in a public place.  If a respondent so wishes, the record or relevant section of it must be destroyed or deleted.  Participant anonymity must not be infringed by the use of such methods.

6
Participants must be enabled to check, without difficulty, the identity and bona fides of the Researcher.
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