Practice Certificate in Independent Prescribing for Pharmacists 
Course Information

Qualification: Practice Certificate in Independent Prescribing

The Practice Certificate in Independent Prescribing for Pharmacists has been validated by the General Pharmaceutical Council (GPhC) and provides pharmacists with the qualification required to practice as independent prescribers.  The Practice Certificate in Independent Prescribing for Pharmacists is available as a stand-alone 45 credit course or it can be taken as an option in the second year of the MSc/Diploma in Clinical Pharmacy, which is open to pharmacists from all sectors of the profession. A conversion course for those pharmacists already qualified as supplementary prescribers wishing to upgrade to independent prescribing is also available.

Course programme 

Designed by expert pharmacists and clinicians, the course takes a practice-based approach to learning and assessment, and benefits from the continued input of experienced academics and practitioners from the fields of pharmacy, medicine and nursing. 
The course runs for six months between October and March. It requires attendance at 11 compulsory study days on-site at De Montfort University (DMU). These are run roughly every 3 out of 4 weeks on Thursdays. Some of the study days are jointly run with nurses and other allied health professionals. There is also an element of online learning involved.

Learning in practice
The course requires you to find a medical practitioner (known as a Designated Medical Practitioner or DMP) who will act as your mentor and allow you to observe prescribing in their practice.  Students spend 90 hours working in practice; this is in addition to the study days at DMU. For further information regarding the requirements of a DMP, please refer to the documents referenced below, and if you have any further questions, please contact the module leader directly, using the contact details below.
 

Assessments

The course requires you to complete a reflective portfolio of experience of your time in clinical practice. You will also undertake a staged written assessment which will relate to your practice and be completed throughout the duration of the course. You will produce a prescribing algorithm and supporting therapeutic framework which you will present to a panel in a viva voce. You will also complete an Objective Structured Clinical Exam to demonstrate your skills in practice. 
Application information
Part of the application process requires you to identify why there is a need to prescribe in your area and how you will use your qualification in practice. You choose which therapeutic area you would like to prescribe in, in line with your practice – this then becomes your 'area of competence' and you undertake appropriate CPD to prove that you are competent in this area.  If your employer is not paying your course fees then we also require a letter from your local trust/CCG/practice or other organisation to state that they support you becoming a prescriber in the area of competence you have chosen and they will support you as a qualified prescriber. See our website for information on how to apply to this course. Please note that you must complete a DMU application form and a course specific application form. Supporting evidence from your employer and DMP will also be required.
Contact Us

If you would like further information or an informal discussion about the prescribing course, please contact the course leader, Nuala Hampson at nhampson@dmu.ac.uk  0116 2078276.
Useful sources of information
DMU programme Information 

http://www.dmu.ac.uk/study/courses/postgraduate-courses/independent-prescribing-for-pharmacists.aspx
GPhC Requirements 

 http://www.pharmacyregulation.org/education/pharmacist-independent-prescriber
The National Prescribing Centre Single Competency Framework for Prescribers http://www.npc.co.uk/improving_safety/improving_quality/resources/single_comp_framework.pdf
Information for Designated Medical Practitioners http://www.npc.nhs.uk/non_medical/resources/designated_medical_practitioners_guide.pdf
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