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Introduction

This update is an overview of the research activity undertaken by the Department of Politics
and Public Policy in the year 2016. It provides a record of the breadth of research, writing,
income generation and public engagement that colleagues have been involved in. The
Department’s research is predominantly concentrated in the area of public policy, but also
includes international politics, political theory and pedagogy within the discipline of politics.
The Department has a strong research culture that is focused on delivering impactful
research that engages with a wide group of stakeholders.
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In the last year we were delighted to appoint four new staff to the Department: Dr Arianna
Giovannini, Dr Davide Vampa, Dr Adam Fishwick and Dr Jonathan Rose. Dr Giovannini
specialises in territorial politics and devolution in the UK; Dr Vampa specialises in multi-level
party politics with a particular focus on the politics of welfare; Dr Fishwick focuses on the
role of labour in the development of Latin America; and Dr Rose specialises on the politics of
corruption.

A key feature of the Department’s work over the last year has been the success of the
Centre for Urban Research on Austerity (CURA) that is led by Professor Jonathan Davies. In a
short space of time CURA has positioned itself as one of the pre-eminent global research
centres on austerity and has developed international links that build upon the Professor
Davies’ major Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) award. The work of CURA spans
across many areas of the Department’s research and is fostering important cross-Faculty
and cross-University links.

The Department’s research continues to make a significant impact on policy-makers, with
notable contributions from Professor Colin Copus, Professor Steven Griggs, Professor Jo
Richardson and Dr Jonathan Rose. The Department has also continued to grow its
reputation in the area of pedagogy, with Professor Alasdair Blair being selected as an
assessor for the Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF). A particular feature of the
Department’s work is its strong linkage between research and teaching excellence, with
students not only undertaking study in a research-led teaching environment, but more
importantly being challenged to engage in research projects themselves. A notable aspect
of this work is the embedding of a Policy Commission module for final year undergraduate
students, whereby the students undertake research and present their findings to policy-
makers.

Department colleagues are regular presenters at national and international conferences and
hold prominent positions in the scholarly community. Dr Clodagh Harrington is chair of the
American Politics Group, Professor Colin Copus is a board member of the Campaign for
Social Sciences, Professor Jonathan Davies is a member of ESRC Commissioning panels,
Professor Alasdair Blair is editor of European Political Science. Our colleagues in the
Department are engaged with fellow scholars, political decision-makers, community
members and students.
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Research Outputs and Publications

The following pages include key outputs from members of the Department published in late
2015 and during 2016. Many more articles, chapters, books and professional reports are in
press. Colleagues are also involved in delivering conference papers and convening
international panels — that work is not included in this update, but can be found on the
Department web pages and individual researchers’ profiles.

Baggott, R. (2016) Health policy and the Coalition Government, in Bochel, H. and Powell, M.
(eds) The Coalition Government and Social Policy, Bristol, Policy Press

Baggott, R. (2016) Healthcare, in Alcock, P., May, M., and Wright, S. (eds) The Student’s
Companion to Social Policy, Sthedition, Oxford, Wiley-Blackwell

Baggott, R. (2016) Public Health, in Alcock, P., May, M. and Wright, S. (eds)The Student’s
Companion to Social Policy, Sthedition, Oxford, Wiley-Blackwell

Barnett, N., Freeman, R. and Griggs, S. (2016) The Final Piece of the Jigsaw: Elected
Members, Everyday Politics and Local Democracy, Hamilton, APSE Scotland

Blair, A. (2015) Performance Assessment in Europe, in Ishiyama, J., Miller, W.J. and Eszter, S.
(eds) International Handbook on Teaching and Learning in Political Science and International
Relations, Cheltenham, Edward Elgar, pp85-94

Blair, A. (2015) Similar or Different? A comparative analysis of Higher Education Research in
Political Science and International Relations between North America and the United
Kingdom, Journal of Political Science Education, Vol 11, No 2, pp174-189

Blair, A. (2016) ‘Understanding first year students’ transition to University: implications for
student engagement, assessment and feedback’, Politics, doi: 10.1177/0263395716633904

Cocker, P.&Jones, A. (2015) Contemporary British Politics and Government, 4™ edition,
Cambridge, Cambridge Academic

Copus, C. (2015) Ideology or Realism in Local Governance: A Case of RealLokalPolitik in
English Local Government, Journal of Croatian and Comparative Public Administration, Vol
15, No 2, pp335-55

Copus, C. (2016) In Defence of Councillors, Manchester, Manchester University Press
Copus, C. and Steyvers, K. (2017)Local Leadership and Local Self-Government: Avoiding the
Abyss, Lex Localis, Journal of Local Self-Government,Vol 15, No 1, pp1-18
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Copus, C., Iglesias, A., Hacek, M., lliner, M. and Lidstrom, A. (2016) Have Mayors Will Travel:

Trends and Developments in the Direct Election of the Mayor: A Five-Nation Study, in

Khulmann, S. and Bouckaert, G. (eds)Local Public Sector Reforms in Times of Crisis: National

Trajectories and International Comparisons, Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan, pp301-315

Davies, J.S. and Thompson, E. (2016) Austerity Realism and the Governance of Leicester, in
Bevir, M. and Rhodes, R.A.W.(eds), Rethinking Governance: ruling, rationalities and
resistance, Oxford, Routledge, pp144-161

Davies, J.S., Holm-Hansen, J., Kononenko, V.and Rgiseland, A. (2016)Network Governance in
Russia — an Analytical Framework, East European Politics, Vol 32, No 2, pp131-147

Downe, J., Andrews, R. and Guarneros-Meza, V. (2016) A top-down, customer-oriented
approach to reform: perceptions from UK civil servants, in Hammerschmid, G. et al. (eds)
Public Administration Reforms in Europe: the view from the top, Cheltenham, Edward Elgar
Publishing

Fishwick, A.& Benjamin, S. (2016) Labour-Centred Development in Latin America: Two Cases
of Alternative Development, Geoforum, Vol 74, pp233-243

Fishwick, A. (2016) Book Review: The Politics of Autonomy in Latin America: The Art of
Organising Hope by Ana Dinerstein’, Antipode, available from
https://radicalantipode.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/book-review fishwick-on-

dinerstein.pdf

Gallagher, V., Johnson, M., O’Dowd, S., Barret, D. and Richardson, J. (2016) A Guide for
Communities: Working with Academics on Participatory Research Projects, Lancaster
University, available fromhttp://wp.lancs.ac.uk/good-culture/files/2016/07/A-Guide-for-
Communities-Working-with-Academics-Final-1.pdf

Giovannini, A. (2016)Leadership, Carisma e Identita: il caso dello SNP sotto la guida di Alex
Salmond’ (Leadership, Charisma and Identity: The SNP under the lead of Alex Salmond),
Ragion Pratica,No 1, pp84-114

Giovannini, A. (2016) Towards a ‘New English Regionalism’ in the North? The Case of
Yorkshire First’, The Political Quarterly, Vol87, No 4, pp590-600

Giovannini, A., Polverari, L. and Seddone, A. (2016) Visions of Europe: emerging challenges
for the European project in the aftermath of the 2014 European Parliament elections, Italian
Political Science Review, Vol 46, No 4, pp115-130

Griggs, S. and Howarth, D. (2016) Discourse Theory,in Ansell, C. and Torfing, J. (eds)
Handbook on Theories of Governance, Cheltenham, Edward Elgar, pp293-307


https://radicalantipode.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/book-review_fishwick-on-dinerstein.pdf
https://radicalantipode.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/book-review_fishwick-on-dinerstein.pdf
http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/good-culture/files/2016/07/A-Guide-for-Communities-Working-with-Academics-Final-1.pdf
http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/good-culture/files/2016/07/A-Guide-for-Communities-Working-with-Academics-Final-1.pdf
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Griggs, S. and Howarth, D. (2016) Heathrow’s Third Runway Won't Fly, Prospect, 14

November

Griggs, S. and Howarth, D. (2017) Discourse, policy and the environment: hegemony,
statements and the analysis of U.K. airport expansion, Journal of Environmental Policy &
Planning

Griggs, S. and Wingfield, M. (2016) Working at the Frontline of Austerity: The Ensuring
Council and Workforce Planning, Manchester, APSE

Guarneros-Meza, V. and Martin, S. (2016) Boundary Spanning in Local Public Service
Partnerships: Coaches, advocates or enforcers? Public Management Review, Vol 18, No 2,
pp238-257

Harrington, C. (2016)Health, Hunger-free Kids: The US School Lunch Revolution?, in Ashbee,
E. and Dumbrell, J. (eds) The Obama Presidency and the Politics of Change, Basingstoke,
Palgrave Macmillan

Hayton, R., Giovannini, A. and Berry, C. (2016) The Idea and the Identity of the North, in
Hayton, R., Giovannini, A. and Berry, C. (eds) The Politics of the North: Governance, Territory
and Identity in Northern England, Leeds, University of Leeds

Hayton, R., Giovannini, A. and Berry, C. (eds) (2016) The Politics of the North: Governance,
Territory and Identity in Northern England, Leeds, University of Leeds: Leeds, available from
http://ow.ly/TTGA304WLrv

Heywood, P. M.& Rose, J. (2016) The Limits of Rule Governance, in Lawton, A.,van der Wal,
Z. and Huberts, L. (eds.) Ethics in Public Policy and Management: A Global Research
Companion, London, Routledge, (pp181-196

Howarth, D. and Griggs, S. (2016) Critical Discourse Theoryin Keman, H. and Woldendorp,
J.J. (eds) Handbook of Research Methods and Applications in Political Science, Cheltenham,
Edward Elgar, pp400-418

Howarth, D., Glynos, J. and Griggs, S. (2016) Discourse, Explanation and Critique, Critical
Policy Studies, Vol 10, Vol 1, pp99-104

Jones, A. (2016); Britain and the European Union, 2" Edition, Edinburgh, Edinburgh
University Press

King, P. (2016) The Principles of Housing, Abingdon, Routledge


http://ow.ly/TTGA304WLrv
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Kukovic, S., Copus, C., Hacek, M., Blair, A. (2015) Direct Mayoral Elections in Slovenia and

England: Traditions and Trends Compared, LexLocalis — Journal of Local Self-Government,

Vol 13, No 3, pp697-718

Lidstrom, A., Baldersheim, H., Copus, C., Hlynsdottir, E.M., Kettunen, P. and Klimovsky, D.
(2016) Reforming Local Councils and the Role of Councillors: A Comparative Analysis of
Fifteen European Countries, in Khulmann, S. and Bouckaert, G. (eds) Local Public Sector
Reforms in Times of Crisis: National Trajectories and International Comparisons, Basingstoke,
Palgrave Macmillan, pp287-300

Manzi, T. and Richardson, J. (2016) Rethinking professional practice: the logic of competition
and the crisis of identity in housing practice, Housing Studies,
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02673037.2016.1194377

Pflaeger Young, Z. (2016) Gender and Development, in Steans, J. and Tepe-Belfrage, D. (eds)
Handbook of Gender in World Politics, Oxford, Edward Elgar

Richardson, J. (2016) Gypsy and Traveller Sites: Performance of Conflict and Protest; Sites of
Protest, in Price, S. and SanzSabido, R. (eds)Sites of Protest, London, Rowman and Littlefield
International Ltd

Richardson, J. and Codona, J. (2016) Providing Gypsy and Traveller Sites: negotiating conflict,
York JRF/ Coventry CIH, available from
http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/Policy%20free%20download%20pdfs/GypsyTravellerSite

sDecl16.pdf

Roberts, M. (2016) Communication breakdown: understanding the role of policy narratives
in political conflict and consensus, Critical Policy Studies,
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/19460171.2016.1230507

Rose, J. (2016) Global Ethics, in Farazmand, A. (ed) Global Encyclopaedia of Public
Administration, Public Policy, and Governance, Springer,http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-
319-31816-5 1172-1

Stockemer, D., Blair, A., Rashkova, E.R, Moses, J.W. (2016) EPS symposium diversity and
inclusion in political science, European Political Science, doi:10.1057/s41304-016-0085-4
Stockemer, D., Rashkova, E.R., Moses, J.W. and Blair, A. (2016) The Evolution of a Discipline:
Developments in Political Science on the Continent, PS: Perspectives on Politics, Vol49, No 4,
pp813-815

Vampa, D. (2016) (With D. McDonnell) The Lega Nord, in Heinisch, R. and Mazzoleni, O.
(eds), Understanding Populist Party Organisation: A Comparative Analysis, Basingstoke,
Palgrave Macmillan, pp105-129


http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02673037.2016.1194377
http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/Policy%20free%20download%20pdfs/GypsyTravellerSitesDec16.pdf
http://www.cih.org/resources/PDF/Policy%20free%20download%20pdfs/GypsyTravellerSitesDec16.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/19460171.2016.1230507
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-31816-5_1172-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-31816-5_1172-1
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Vampa, D. (2016)Declining partisan representation at the local level: assessing and

explaining the strengthening of local lists in Italian municipalities (1995-2014), Local

Government Studies, Vol 44, No 2, pp579-597

Vampa, D. (2016)From National to Sub-National? Exploring the Territorial Dimension of
Social Assistance in Italy, Journal of Social Policy,
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/50047279416000659

Vampa, D. (2016)Il centrodestra: c’@ ma non si vede, in Valbruzzi M. and Vignati, R. (eds.)
Cambiamento o assestamento? Le elezioni amministrative del 2016, Bologna, Istituto Carlo
Cattaneo, pp297-308

Vampa, D. (2016)The Regional Politics of Welfare in Italy, Spain and Great Britain,
Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan


http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0047279416000659
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Income Generation

This section of the update includes new funding won during 2016; it should be noted that
Department colleagues are working on multiple research and consultancy projects funded
by grants and contracts won in previous years. The Department has a good track record of
success in being awarded research grants and consultancy contracts.
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e Jean Monnet Module Funding, European Commission, €30,000 (2016-19). (A. Blair).

e Innovative Pedagogic Practices in the Disciplines, Higher Education Academy, £8,100
(A.Blair).

e Grant of £2,920 from CURA for a project on Brexit, Devolution and Austerity (A.
Giovanni and D. Vampa).

e Commonweal ‘Freedom to Work’ project evaluation September 2016 to March 2019,
£44,294 (J. Richardson).

e RIF funded project, All Party Parliamentary Group: Shaping and Influencing Public
Policy £33,829 Association of Public Sector Excellence, Public Accountability and the
role of local government, £15,000 (C. Copus).

e Local Government Boundary Commission for England, Good governance and the role
of the councillor and local government in the devolution process, £8,000 (C. Copus).

e PSA’s ‘Pushing the Boundaries Scheme’ (750 awarded in January 2016) to organise
the conference ‘European Democracy Under Stress’ at the University of Turin (13-14
Jan 2017). This will lead to the publication on a blog series, a PSA report/publication,
and a special issue. (A. Giovanni)
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Public Engagement and Impact

Dr Jonathan Rose, Senior Lecturer in Politics and Research Methodology (VC2020), has
continued to engage in the issue of standards in public life. He works periodically with the
Committee on Standards in Public Life who said recently that they still make use of his
research. He was recently (November 2016) invited to a seminar they were co-hosting with
the Constitution Unit to discuss referenda, and had several interesting conversations with
members of the Committee on Standards in Public Life, as well as other policy makers,
journalists, and academics. Jonathan has also recently (December 2016) been to the
Commons Select Committee on Standards to give oral evidence on the Code of Conduct for
MPs. Ahead of this he submitted some written evidence, which has now been published as
part of their evidentiary basis for their review™.
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Alistair Jones, Principal Lecturer and University Teacher Fellow, during the EU referendum
campaign, appeared on BBC Radio Leicester and BBC Radio Coventry and Warwickshire on a
number of occasions. Reference was made to his Britain and the EU textbook as evidence of
his knowledge and expertise on the subject on both stations. One of the broadcasts for
Radio Leicester included an hour-long debate with both Brexit and Bremain campaigners,
and he was one of two experts there to provide impartial knowledge and perspective.

Dr Valeria Guarneros-Meza, Senior Lecturer (VC2020) in Politics and Public Policy, has a
research relationship with InstitutoCiudadano (a Mexican NGO teaching democratic rights
to community groups across the country) which began in January 2015. This relationship is
focused on applying a problem based learning approach in the curriculum of POPP3401:
Public Policy Making. Although at this point in time the relationship has centred on the
activities carried out by the students, her long term aim is to build a project that involves
research and teaching simultaneously with practitioners helping in the design and
implementation of the project.

Dr Davide Vampa, Senior Lecturer in Public Policy and Project Management, has engaged in
meetings and seminars with Moldovan minister of Labour and Social Protection, Vice-
President of the Moldovan Parliament, MPs and vice-president of Congress of Local
Authorities to discuss financial impact of decentralisation reforms on social services.

Prof Jo Richardson, Director Centre for Comparative Housing Research, undertook a visiting
Professor guest lecture Conflict sites: negotiating a space and place for Travellers (2016) for
faculty and students in the Program on Negotiation at Harvard University on 12 May. She
was also the invited academic expert panel member on the Local Government Association
‘Housing Commission’ which reported in 2016. Her research for the Joseph Rowntree

This is available as: Rose, J. (2016) Public Attitudes towards Standards and the Role of Rule Design. Written
evidence submitted to the Committee on Standards (COC0001, available
fromhttp://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/committee-on-
standards/the-code-of-conduct-and-guide-to-the-rules/written/44417.pdf
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Foundation was launched at an event hosted by Baroness Whitaker at the House of Lords,

12 December 2016.

Dr Clodagh Harrington, Senior Lecturer in Politics, saw unprecedented media and general
interest in the 2016 US Presidential election which resulted in a range of media and
academic activities relating to the elections. This involved regional, domestic and
international radio, television and print media, as well as invitations to speak at institutions
including the University of Oxford, University College London and the Barbican (London).
Clodagh was featured as one of DMU’s key researchers in the graduation films shown in
January 2017.

Professor Colin Copus, Director of the Local Governance Research Unit, was appointed as
academic advisor to the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for District Councils launched
in May 2016 after a period of set up work with the Local Government Association District
Council Network. The chair is Mark Pawsey MP, with four vice chairs Graham Jones, MP,
Heather Wheeler MP, Lord Kennedy of Southwark and Lord Teverson. The APPG plans four
inquires for 2016-17: district council collaboration, devolution, local government finance;
and, public sector reforms. The first inquiry is underway and will report to the secretary of
State for Communities and Local Government. In addition to this, the Chair of the
Communities and Local Government Committee requested Prof Copus launch a councillor
commission to carry out an independent investigation of the developing role of the
councillor and to report back to his committee. The commission, which has noted local
government experts and practitioners as members, was launched in January 2016, and
collected evidence until December 2016. The interim report was submitted to the CLG chair
on 19 October 2016; the final report will be submitted to the chair in 2017. The
commission’s work will shape future government policy thinking on local government and
provide demonstrable evidence of policy impact.

Dr Peter King, Reader in Social Thought, has been invited by Routledge to edit a new book
series called Housing and Philosophy.

Dr Arianna Giovannini, Lecturer in Local Politics (VC2020), was invited to submit written
evidence (with Dr Andrew Mycock, University of Huddersfield) to the House of Commons
Procedure Committee on English Votes for English Laws. The evidence was submitted in
December 20167). Arianna was also invited to speak at the House of Commons Public
Accounts Committee conference on ‘Devolution in the West Midlands’ (210ctober 2016) to
explore, with key stake-holders from across the West Midlands, the impact of devolution
and how its link to regeneration, economic growth and central-local relations. Her
contribution was taken as evidence and cited in the Committee’s Report published on the
12 of December 2017°.

?Available fromhttp://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/Id201617/Idselect/Idconst/61/61.pdf
3Available fromhttp://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmpubacc/866/866.pdf
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In Summary

The Department has had a very productive year in terms of research outputs, income
generation and pathways to impact. New VC2020s and early career researchers have made

a significant contribution to this and it is anticipated that the research of the Department
will continue to go from strength to strength.

12
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Appendix: Department Staff Members

Professor Alasdair Blair

Head, Department of Politics and Public Policy

Professor Rob Baggott

Director of the Health Policy Research Unit

Dr Adrian Bua

Research Assistant

Professor Colin Copus

Professor of Local Politics, Director LGRU

Dr Merce Cortina-Oriol

Early Career Academic Fellow

Professor Jonathan Davies

Professor of Critical Policy

Dr Adam Fishwick

Senior Lecturer in Urban Studies and Public Policy VC2020

Dr Arianna Giovannini

VC 2020 Lecturer in Local Politics

Chris Goldsmith

Senior Lecturer in International Relations

Professor Steven Griggs

Professor of Public Policy

Dr Valeria Guarneros-Meza

Vice-Chancellor’s 2020 Lecturer Politics

Dr Clodagh Harrington

Senior Lecturer in International Relations

Alistair Jones

Principal Lecturer

Dr Kathryn Jones

Senior Research Fellow

Dr Peter King

Reader in Social Thought

Ros Lishman

Senior Lecturer

Dr Stephen Parsons

Principal Lecturer in Politics

Dr Zoe Pflaeger-Young

Lecturer in International Politics

Professor Jo Richardson

Professor of Housing & Social Research

Dr Mark Roberts

Lecturer in Politics

Dr Jonathan Rose

Senior Lecturer in Politics

Dr Alison Statham

Senior Lecturer in Politics

Dr Jennifer Thomson

Early Career Academic Fellow

Dr Davide Vampa

Senior Lecturer in Project Management

Dr Ben Whitham

Lecturer in International Relations

Frances Wright

Senior Lecturer
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