
Click to edit Master title 
style
Click to edit Master subtitle style

You Can Call me Al
Dr. Charles Knight – Senior Consultant (I for one welcome our new AI 
Overlords)

@charlesknight

22/09/2022
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A quick disclaimer

▌Forward looking statements should not be taken as a 
reflection of Advance HE policy or as an official 
viewpoint of the organisation.

▌I’ll be wrong about most of this.
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The Future

▌Govt Control and influence
▌SWOT
▌Aspirations
▌How do we get there?
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MERs, SNC, B4, PROCEED…. 
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Space and Place
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Virtual Space no place
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It’s all about units? 
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Other things people want to talk to me 
about
▌Contract cheating
▌Student engagement
▌Managing an excellent hybrid experience
▌Booming International numbers and providing a good 

experience
▌Govt regulation

But one thing in particular people want to talk to me about…. 
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computer scientists don’t correct me as I go through as it will break my confidence - Ask for the chef special. 
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What is AI?
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A specific type of AI

▌Google’s LaMDA, short for Language Model for 
Dialogue Applications, is a system based on large 
language models (LLMs).

▌“LLMs generate seemingly coherent text that can 
lead people into perceiving a “mind” when what 
they’re really seeing is pattern matching and string 
prediction.” (Bender et al. 2021)
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What is AI?
▌“Furthermore, the tendency of human interlocutors to 

impute meaning where there is none can mislead 
both NLP researchers and the general public into 
taking synthetic text as meaningful.” (Bender et al. 
2021)

▌“[Stochastic parrots] stitch together and parrot back 
language based on what they’ve seen before, 
without connection to underlying meaning.” (Gerbu
and Mitchell 2022)
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Big Questions of the moment

▌Does AI think?
▌Is it any good at writing essays?
▌Will students use it to write essays? 
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Actual questions 

▌Does AI think? Do humans see patterns? YES
▌Is it any good at writing essays? Will this do? YES
▌Will students use this to write essays? How many 

students are using it to write essays? NO IDEA!
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▌Although informed by theory, I’m interested in the 
practical not theoretical ramifications of AIGC (AI 
Generated Content)

▌I largely ignore entirely why students might want to 
do this for time purposes

▌This represents a thought experiment – How could AI 
break the integrity of the essay?



Click to edit Master title 
style
Click to edit Master subtitle style



Click to edit Master title 
style
Click to edit Master subtitle style



Click to edit Master title 
style
Click to edit Master subtitle style

AI written in less than a minute
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How could AI attack the essay?

Massification Pressure/Preciousness Metrics/Measures
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How could AI attack the essay?

Massification Pressure/Preciousness Metrics/Measures
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The Future

▌Likely to see adaptation of AI into assessments?
▌AI marking likely already happening
▌Adaption by contract cheating companies?
▌Hard turn back to in person exams?
▌Ungrading?
▌Technology arms race?
▌The solution is largely economic
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Student Survey 2022
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Thinking about what was said this morning
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Your Mission and Vision – nothing has 
changed
Mission:
Discovering gateways of opportunity that empower
students, staff and our community to create a fairer 
society

Vision: 
Creating a community of participation, fairness and 
collective responsibility; transforming individual lives 
and championing a fair and sustainable society.
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https://openai.com/ - Which I used the GPT-3 model to write essays

https://www.the-good-ai.com/ - Another tool that students tell me they are using

https://openai.com/
https://www.the-good-ai.com/
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