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Session Aims

Provide a space to critically explore the purpose of universities in the 215t century

Introduce key concepts from Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) to
inform this discussion

Signpost support available from the DMU ESD project

Introduce yourself in

Format:

1.  Short lecture provocations (10 mins) the chat window.

2. Individual reflection (10 mins)

3. Plenary discussion (20 mins) What brought you to
4. Wrap-up and signposting (5 mins)

this session?




Provocation 1: What are universities for?
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‘But university leaders say there can be other forms
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-51676530

Image from UNESCO Education for Sustainable Development 2030 roadmap: P23/pf00003748
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https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000374802

Four functions in tensiont

* Education as a means-
to-an-end vs education
as a social good in itself

* ESD focusses more
strongly on the liberal
and transformative
functions

* Where do you stand
through your values
and practice?

* What about UK HE?

* Or DMU?

1: Sterling, S., 2001. Sustainable Education: Re-Visioning
Learning and Change. Schumacher Briefings.

» To replicate  To train people
society and for employment
culture and
promote
citizenship

Socialisation

» To develop the » To encourage
individual and change towards

his/her potential a fairer society
and better world
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Provocation 2:

Education is the designer of our systems
of the future. It creates our purposes, our
interactions, and the measures and
values of our actions. It is important that
education recognizes itself as a systems
designer, not just as a way of equipping
people with skills for employment.

- Anupam Seraph
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Group Discussion

What is the purpose of HE in working
towards a sustainable future?

. Write a short first-draft statement, then post in chat
window (when we say “go”)

. Hear more from some contributors

. Compare and contrast... can we achieve a consensus view?



What is the purpose of HE in working towards a sustainable future?




Education for Sustainable Development at DMU

* Information, case studies,

Fresources.
https://esdg.our.dmu.ac.uk

* Coming up:
e SDG Teach-in (Feb 22 to
Mar 5)

* Intro to ESD (Feb 17)

* Contact

 Andrew Reeves
(areeves@dmu.ac.uk)

* lan Coleman
(ian.coleman@dmu.ac.uk)

“We will equip students and staff with
an understanding of the challenges of
sustainability and sustainable
development, and will approach
learning, teaching and assessment

mindful of the opportunities to
contribute locally and globally to the
public good and environmental
futures as well as of our impact on a
resource-limited world.”

DMU University Learning Teaching and Assessment Strategy, 2018


https://esdg.our.dmu.ac.uk/
mailto:areeves@dmu.ac.uk
mailto:ian.coleman@dmu.ac.uk

Education for Sustainable Development at
DMU: Appendix



Education for Sustainable Development

Holistic learning (Head, Heart and Hands) for the common
good

Understanding Sustainability:
What is ‘(un)sustainable’, society’s challenges,
possible solutions, linked to discipline...

Transformational Experiences:

Inspiration, indignation, collective .
action, achievement...

Competencies to Act:
Taking Action: Motivation, self-confidence,
Volunteering, projects, placements, values, big-picture thinking,

making a difference... group-working skills...



At Programme Level

Key issues to consider:

1. Learning Outcomes: Engagement with sustainability or the SDGs
reflected in one or more assessments in core modules

2. Pedagogy: Experiential learning activities addressing real-world
problems on campus or in wider community

3. Co-curricular links: Linkages to community events, trips,
volunteering, student societies (e.g. ‘Enactus’, ‘Map the System’)

Support available on https://esdg.our.dmu.ac.uk — case studies, introduction to ESD
guidance (e.g. QAA/HEA) and one-page planning toolkits (e.g. “Ten Ingredients”)


https://esdg.our.dmu.ac.uk/

Accessible Next Steps

 ‘Ten Ingredients’ tool can be used to plan for 2020/21

* |dentify strengths, small-scale changes, long-term aspirations
* ESD Team can go through this with you

e Take part in the SDG Teach-in
« 22" February 5t March 2021

* Make a link to the Sustainable Development Goals in a
taught session that week

* Follow @SustainableDMU on social media

e Join ESD Forum
e Quarterly meetings and email list
e Email Andrew Reeves areeves@dmu.ac.uk



https://esdg.our.dmu.ac.uk/staff/planning-toolkits/
mailto:areeves@dmu.ac.uk

Support and Resources

e About Sustainability and ESD

* https://esdg.our.dmu.ac.uk/about/in
troducing-esdg/

e DMU Case Studies
* https://esdg.our.dmu.ac.uk/staff/cas
e-studies/ MW%SMDMMJDWHL
* One-page planning toolkits

* https://esdg.our.dmu.ac.uk/staff/pla
nning-toolkits/

Learning for the Public Good

De Montfort University is committed to making ™

a big difference to the Sustainable
Development agenda, by using the United

Nations’ 17 Sust :



https://esdg.our.dmu.ac.uk/about/introducing-esdg/
https://esdg.our.dmu.ac.uk/staff/case-studies/
https://esdg.our.dmu.ac.uk/staff/planning-toolkits/

