
Why the polymath 
approach is critical to 
student engagement and 
curriculum development?



Context

 Physical barriers vs. Cognitive barriers in neoliberal context

 Narrow centralised curriculum

 Cross-disciplinary, multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary research 
and teaching in higher education

 Complex societal problems

 UN sustainable development goals, research and teaching

 Polymath approach is crucial 



Workshop Plan



Cultural 
studies



Media studies



Business



Psychology



Workshop



Reflection
(student led)

 Construction of knowledge, 

 Learning experience and 

 Application in real life 



Group Activity 

 In your groups, consider the following questions, based on the 
case study we have looked at today: 

 Think about a course you teach, is there space for 
interdisciplinarity? 

 What experience have you had taking an interdisciplinary 
approach? 

 What are the barriers to taking an interdisciplinary approach? 

 Who would you need to work with to make this a reality? 

 Could you design a module or assessment that would encourage

 interdisciplinarity using the expertise on your table? What might 
that look like? 



Reflection 
 Will you take a polymath approach to your teaching? 

 What are the next steps to help you do that? 

 Any other questions? 


	Why the polymath approach is critical to student engagement and curriculum development?
	Context
	Workshop Plan
	Cultural studies
	Media studies
	Business
	Psychology
	Workshop
	Reflection�(student led)
	Group Activity 
	Reflection 

