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Abstract 

The existing literature on families formed through the use of reproductive donation has 
often attended to the question of whether or not parents tell their children about their 
donor conception, and with what effects. Although the extensive developmental 
psychological research on this topic would suggest that sharing this information with 
children when they are at an early age may be beneficial, less is known about how 
reproductive donation relates to patterns of family communication more generally. This talk 
will draw upon data from a UK longitudinal study led by Professor Susan Golombok at the 
Centre for Family Research of single mother families in which children have been conceived 
using donor sperm. Based on data from both mothers and children, findings from the 
second wave of the ongoing study will be discussed in relation to notions of communication 
and representation. It will be argued that the social psychological and sociological theories 
relating to these concepts may offer new avenues for researchers interested in the 
experiences of families in which a donor has been involved in conception. 
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