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Accounting & Finance 

Departmental Newsletter 

Welcome to the Spring Edition of the Accounting and Finance 

Departmental Newsletter. It offers a good insight into many of the research 

activities carried out within the Department over the last few months. I am 

delighted to say that more research is being carried out within the 

Department than ever before and the numbers of publications are on the 

increase in some impressive journals. It is also good to see the amount of 

collaborative work that is taking place amongst colleagues within the 

Department, locally, nationally and internationally. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Ali Gerged to the 

Department. He is currently working on a paper for imminent submission to 

a journal, titled: The influence of country-level governance on corporate 

environmental disclosure. This study examines the extent to which country-

level governance might affect the environmental reporting of listed firms on 

five GCC countries and how this relationship could be reflective of 

isomorphic pressures. He has other areas of interest which will become 

apparent through the research centres, the seminar series and collaboration. 

 

I hope you find the publication helps you learn more about our Department 

and encourages you to gain an increasing interest in the research side of our 

activities.  

 

Beverly Vickerstaff 

Head of Accounting and Finance  

Editorial 

I am delighted to present the spring edition of the departmental newsletter at 

Leicester Business School, DMU.   

 

In this newsletter you will find stories that highlight the achievements of the 

department, staff and students. Detailed information includes:  

• Departmental News and Success Stories 

• Publications (Journal and Professional Publications) 

• Conference Papers, Presentations and Guest Speakers 

• Book and Journal Reviews 

• Research Students’ News 

• Other Scholarly Activities 

• New Staff in A&F Department 

 

I hope you find this edition informative and enjoy reading it. Thanks to everyone 

who has contributed to this edition.  

 

Dr Yan Wang 

Editor 



DEPARTMENTAL NEWS AND SUCCESS STORIES 

BREXIT DEBATE AT THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 

Background: The Common Vision report announced that Brexit was an opportunity to 

reframe and reform the UK’s outdated and cumbersome tax regime and suggests Government 

needs to start looking at doing things differently in the tax world. This was debated in the 

House of Commons on Wednesday 21st February with a range of speakers and policy experts 

including the Shadow Treasury Minister. 

Dawn Davision took a group of 30 DMU 

students that all study taxation in detail, either 

at undergraduate or masters level, to attend the 

debate at the House of Commons. Not only was 

this a fantastic opportunity to see inside the 

House of Commons and get a sense of British 

history but it was also an ideal chance to 

participate in the discussion on future tax 

policy and see how tax policies are shaped. The 

debate covered a broad range of taxes and put 

many of the topics that students have studied 

into context. Several of the speakers, including 

Anneliese Dodds specifically mentioned how pleased they were to see so many of the younger 

generation in attendance at the debate. DMU students were thanked for their attendance at the 

debate. 

Below is a list of the key speakers at the debate and a key quote from each speaker from the 

debate: 

"We have a polarised debate on our economic future... There is so much lobbying from 

different groups around tax and Brexit and this means it is even more important to make sure 

we have a proper public debate." - Anneliese Dodds MP, Shadow Treasury Minister 

  

"Although tax has been the subject of public debate for almost a decade when it comes to 

corporate behaviour, this concern has not necessarily led to a more informed understanding of 

tax from citizens around how tax policy is made. Brexit provides an opportunity for a 'culture 

shift' in tax policy making in the UK - a reason to build the foundations of a more constructive 

dialogue, so that all citizens can have a shared understanding of what we are trying to achieve 

with our tax system." - Caroline Macfarland, Director, Common Vision 

  

“As a country, we need to have a clear sense of the tools at government’s disposal to help build 

a better economy. Tax is one of these tools, however, tax mechanisms used by government, 

such as reliefs and allowances, are not subject to the public discussion and scrutiny that is 

applied to other government policies. This needs to change if we are to think about the 

important questions of tomorrow.” - Kate Bell, Head of Economic Affairs, the TUC 



  

“It is clear tax policy has a role in developing the economy 

and society we need. But we need to first agree what we are 

trying to achieve through our tax system, to whom we are 

responsible and how we can respond to the disruption and 

changes of the modern world. The time is ripe to answer some 

of these key questions.” - Grace Stevens, Chief Tax Officer, 

Legal & General 

  

"It is interesting to think about Brexit as a point for national 

inflection on tax. Brexit is not just about leaving the EU, it 

represents deeper questions about what kind of economy and 

society we want." - Jill Rutter, Institute for Government 

 

 

 

Michelle Roberts, course representative 

for Accounting and Finance BA, said: "I 

really enjoy the tax element of my course, 

especially how taxes are calculated and the 

effect they have on every one of us. Brexit is 

on everyone's mind, as it's still unknown how 

our country will come through. The fact they 

were both being discussed at the House of 

Commons debate was just such an amazing 

opportunity. Being able to hear first-hand 

from key figures what they intend to do with 

regards taxation and Brexit added another level to our studies." 

 

Prof Emmanuel Adegbite has been appointed to serve on the editorial board of the 

International Journal of Corporate Social Responsibility. 

 

Fred Mear has been appointed as a recognised expert under the TAIEX programme, which is 

an institution building instrument financed by IPA for short-term assistance in adoption, 

application and enforcement of the acquis. It is available to candidate countries and potential 

candidates, acceding countries, as well as to countries involved in the European 

Neighbourhood Policy and to Russia.  

 



Dr Samar Gad organised a training day in collaboration with members of London Stock 

Exchange Group, to offer a customised training course. A group of 50 DMU Accounting and 

Finance students participated for the first time in "Inside the 

Markets" training course at London Stock Exchange. The course 

aimed at ensuring our students gain necessary technical skills to 

enhance their employability and support DMUworks scheme. 

Students learned about trading mechanisms, types of orders and 

markets and regulations to prevent market abuse and manipulation. 

Students also participated in a forecasting competition of FTSE 100 

close price and Xinxin Zhang (pictured) won the prize of the best 

estimate. The Stock Exchange commended the mature behaviour of 

the students, their depth of knowledge, and how the students were 

engaging with the trainer. Special thanks to Rachel English, who co-

led and helped on the day. Feedback from students was outstanding: Bethany said "It was 

brilliant itself to get the chance to go inside the stock exchange, but the session made it and 

was very insightful. It was clear a lot of time and effort had gone into arranging it all.”  

 

Dr Samar Gad also organised a field 

trip for a group of 50 DMU Accounting 

and Business Management students to 

City of London financial district. The 

guided tour was led by bankers and 

chartered accountants. They helped 

students get an insight into the history of 

the great fire of London, the Guildhall, 

Bank of England, Lloyds of London, 

Rothschild’s and the world's oldest 

insurance broker, Willis. Special thanks 

to Tom Webster, who co-led and helped 

on the day. Students appreciated that it 

was a fully sponsored trip, took pictures of the fascinating architecture and enjoyed a day away 

in the capital. 

 

Dr Neil Lancastle is organising the 20th Anniversary Conference of the Association for 

Heterodox Economics. The Conference takes place from 5-7th July at De Montfort University. 

Around 100 participants are attending, from countries including Argentina, Australia, Brazil, 

Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Guatemala, India, Italy, Mexico, Poland, South Africa, 

UK, and USA. 

 

Dr Samar Gad has completed the necessary accredited provision and now recognised as 

Fellow of the Higher Education Academy.   



PUBLICATIONS (JOURNAL AND PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS) 

 

Prof Emmanuel Adegbite 

• Financial and corporate social performance in UK listed firms: The relevance of non-

linearity and lag effects. Review of Quantitative Finance and Accounting (ABS 3*), 

2018, (with Guney, Y., Kwabi, F.O. and Tahir, S.) 

• Corporate governance and elites. Accounting Forum (ABS 3*), 2018, (with Nakpodia, 

F.)  

 

Dr Albert Danso   

• Entrepreneurial alertness and new venture performance: facilitating roles of networking 

capability. International Small Business Journal (ABS 3*), 2018, (with Adomako, S., 

Boso, N., Nartey, B.) 

• Leverage and firm investment: the role of information asymmetry and growth. 

International Journal of Accounting & Information Management (ABS 2*), 2018, (with 

Lartey, T., Fosu, S., Owusu-Agyei, S., Uddin, M.) 

 

Dr Frank Kwabi 

• Finance and corporate social performance in the UK listed firms: The relevance of non-

linearity and lag effects. Review of Quantitative Finance and Accounting (ABS 3*), 

2018, (with Adegbite, E. and two other colleagues).  

 

Dr Ming-Tsung Lin 

• Too Big to Ignore? Hedge Fund Flows and Bond Yields. Journal of Banking and 

Finance (ABS 3*), forthcoming, (with Olga Kolokolova and Ser-Huang Poon). 

 

Dr Yan Wang 

• Prediction of financial strength ratings using machine learning and conventional 

techniques. Investment Management and Financial Innovation (ABS 2*), 2017, (with 

Abdou, H. A. H., Abdallah, W. M., Mulkeen, J., Ntim, C. G.). 

 

 

 

 



CONFERENCE PAPERS, PRESENTATIONS AND GUEST SPEAKERS 

 

Rachel English 

• Paper titled “UK Preferential International Trade after 23 June 2016” has been accepted 

for oral presentation at the International Conference on Business and Economic 

Development (ICBED). This paper also will be published in the conference proceedings 

titled “the Business and Management Review”, ISSN No-2047-2854. 

 

Dr Ming-Tsung Lin 

• Is Gender Diversity a Business Case for Financial Market Investors? Presented at 

FIBRE Seminar, Nov 2017. 

 

Fred Mear was invited to be a Guest speaker to a 

delegation of Senior Finance staff from Hainan 

undertaking a study tour in the UK to discuss the use of 

IPSAS in assisting greater efficiency and effectiveness in 

Chinese Local Governments. This follows from 

publications in China on Chinese Debt and the use of 

IPSAS in China with colleagues from Wuhan University 

and Liaoning University. 

 

Fred Mear was also invited to be a speaker to the delegation organized by the National 

Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) of the PRC who are here in the UK for a 

training mission on Macro-economy Management and Supply-side Economic Structural 

Reform, Fred will be looking at PFM reform in the UK to discuss the risks and benefits from 

the lessons learnt in the UK. This follows on from Publications in China on PPPs and lessons 

for China from the UK experience published with a colleague from Wuhan University. 

 

BOOK AND JOURNAL REVIEWS 

 

Dr Albert Danso   

Article review for Journal of Business Research, Managerial Finance, Journal of Applied 

Accounting Research and Thunderbird International Business Review. 

 

Dr Neil Lancastle 

Article review for Economics eJournal.  



Dr Yan Wang 

Article review for Journal of Financial Reporting and Accounting.  

 

RESEARCH STUDENTS’ NEWS 

WELCOME OUR NEW PhD STUDENTS TO THE DEPARTMENT 

• Miguel Moniz (Full-Time, Started January 2018) is being supervised by Dr Neil 

Lancastle and Professor Steve Keen.  

• Samuel Fulgence (Full-Time, Started January 2018) is being supervised by Prof 

Emmanuel Adegbite and Dr Yan Wang.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Abussalam Aljadini who successfully completed his PhD under 

Fred’s supervision with Brendan as second supervisor. His thesis title was: “Modelling the 

Economic and Political Factors of Optimum Currency Area Theory for the Adoption of the 

Single Currency Project in Gulf Cooperation Council”. Abdussalam will be joining CRAGS 

as a visiting scholar next year and working with Fred on PFM reform specifically on Taxation 

policy and administration. Dr Neil Lancastle was the internal examiner.  

 

OTHER SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES 

 

Dr John Margerison took over the directorship of CRAGS from Dr Kemi Yekini in 

November 2017. The Centre has successfully organised a number of research seminars which 

well attended by external and internal speakers: Dr Andrews Owusu, Dr John Margerison, 

Fred Mear, etc. The Centre continues to encourage all accounting and finance academics to 

disseminate their research ideas and outputs. 

 

FiBRe organised a number of research seminars that attracted staff and PhD students from 

across the Faculty and well attended by external and internal speakers: Dr Yilmaz Guney, Dr 

Ming-Tsung Lin, Dr Anna Macadam, Dr Agnieszka Trzeciakiewicz, Prof Khaled Hussainey, 

Dr Henry Agyei-Boapeah and Dr Samuel Owusu-Agyei.  

 

Fred Mear carried out an expert Mission to the ministry of Finance of Azerbaijan in October 

under TAIEX programme looking at the implementation of International Public Sector 

Accounting Standards. He also carried out a research trip to the Uganda Ministry of finance 

with Samuel Komakech in October as part of a RiF funded research activity. 

 

Dr Albert Danso was an external examiner for Mohamed Hassan Albergley, Thesis title 

“Balanced Scorecard implementation and financial effect from the perspective of the 



contingency theroy: Multiple- case study in Libya” on 7th March at Salford University in 

Manchester.  

 

NEW STAFF IN A&F DEPARTMENT 

 

Dr Ali Gerged 

Ali (Pictured) has recently been awarded his PhD in Accounting from the 

University of Huddersfield. He also possesses a Postgraduate Diploma 

(PgDip) in Research Methods (University of Huddersfield), a Certificate in 

Teaching Assistance Preparation Program (TAPP) (University of 

Huddersfield), an MSc with Distinction (Libyan Academy of Postgraduate 

Studies-Tripoli/Libya), and a BSc with First Class Honours (Misurata 

University/Libya). Ali has previously held lectureship posts in accounting 

and finance at Misurata University/Libya (2006 to 2012), and at the University of 

Huddersfield/UK (2016 to 2018). 

Ali is a Member of the British Accounting and Finance Association (BAFA), European 

Accounting Association (EAA), the Centre for Social and Environmental Accounting 

Research (CSEAR), and the British Academy of Management (BAM). He has continuing 

research interests related to corporate environmental disclosure, corporate social responsibility, 

corporate governance, business ethics, and corporate reputation. Ali has recently published a 

paper in the Journal of Business, Strategy and the Environment (ABS 3*) and has others in 

progress with leading peer-reviewed international journals, such as Accounting Auditing and 

Accountability Journal, the International Journal of Accounting,  the European Accounting 

Review and the British Accounting Review. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know … DMU Accounting and Finance courses are ranked in the UK top 20 for 
Student Satisfaction, Value Added and Graduate Career Prospects (Guardian University League Tables, 

2018) 

 


